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Hidden features of the Islamic civilization

— With special reference to Islamic Economics —

by Toshio KURODA

Even at this moment, there exists a strong tendency among specialists
to underestimate the importance of attempts by muslim thinkers to recon-
struct Islamic economics. Needless to say that their attempts cannot bring
any significant achievement, as long as Islam is unable to be rid of the
overwhelming and irresistible control of the present international economic
system. What they have achieved in this field is, so far, of no significance.
However, this does not mean necessarily, that our investigation into this
topic is utterly useless.

The study of Islamic economics sheds light on manifold dimensions.
First of all, it serves for us to get important criteria in judging the politico-
economic situation of Islamic countries. We should not forget that the theo-
retical achievements of the late M. Baqir-s-Sadr in this field was one of the
most powerful ideological weapons for the revolution in Iran. In most cases,
the Iranian revolution has been treated without reference to such ideologi-
cal factors, but this is as absurd as the Bolshevik revolution in Soviet Rus-
sia being treated without reference to the ideology of Marx and Lenin. This
is one of the basic reasons why observers on Iranian affairs have so often
failed in their judgement.

Moreover, the study of Islamic economics helps us a lot to clarify some

of the hidden features of the Islamic civilization itself. In this article we
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English Résumé

started from the analysis of the basic characteristics of Islam, making use
of its most important key-concept, <tawhid>.

Tawhid, the fundamental principle of the Islamic worldview, regulates
every aspect of believers’ lives, their thinking and their conduct. It is this
concept in Islam that assures and guarantees the integrity and consistency
of all aspects of life. In short, thanks to this notion, spiritual aspects are
inseparably linked with worldly affairs; for example belief with economics.
This strict rejection of dichotomy between the sacred and the profane
creates many important characteristics in Islam, on which unfortunately,
effective approaches have not yet been tried.

Then, we tried to examine the nature of the relationship between shari
‘ah (Islamic Law) and Islamic economics, based mainly on the argument of
Bagir-s-Sadr as expounded in his master piece, “Islamic Economics”.
This kind of approach serves for clarifying not only the unique nature of

Islamic economics but some basic characteristics of Islam and Islamic
civilization.
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