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English Résumé

An Analysis of the Nature of "Ummah Islamiyah
(Islamic Community) in the Light of Spinoza’s
Political Philosophy

by Toshio KURODA

There have been many brilliant contributions in the field of Middle
Eastern studies; however, many have tended to bypass and even ignore the
core of the issues involved. The results of a careful study of a great civiliza-
tion throw light upon its differences, and reveal its peculiarities. However,
the Middle East, as it has so far been studied, is seen, not to have any
peculiar civilizational core. The criterion for evaluation and conjecture are
almost preconceived and inadequate, thus the peculiar inner structure of
this civilization has not yet been revealed.

In this paper, I analyze the social aspects of Tawhid (unity, unifi-
cation), its relevance to Shari‘ah (Islamic law) and the essence of the
"Ummah which is created by the mutual relationship between Tawhid and
the Shari‘ah; all these factors have previously been disregarded. In Islamic
studies, especially, Western scholars in the field of the science of religion
have not examined the importance of Tawhid, furthermore, they have
ignored its social relevance. Scholars in the field of jurisprudence just
define Shari‘ah as divine law, and have neglected an examination of its
essence. Political scientists consider 'Ummah Islamiyah (Islamic commun-

ity) as merely a theocracy, and have not examined its inner dimensions. In
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addition, Tawhid, Shari‘ah and 'Ummah have been analyzed in exclusion
of each other, an analysis which ignores their important interrelationship.
In fact, they relate closely to one another, overlap each other, and form a
whole. It is not very easy to remove preconceived ideas concerning these
three basic factors and reperceive them as a unity. I believe, however, that
it is extremely important to view them as a whole if we are to throw light
upon the Islamic world or the Middle East.

It is also very important to understand the development and transition
of the Trinity, Western law in which the theory of social contract exists,
and the theory of the State in order to understand the modern Christian
world. In the Islamic world, and especially in the Middle East, the devel-
opment and transition of Tawhid, Shari‘ah (among which the theory of
social contracts does not exist), and a peculiar community (’'Ummah) could
be compared with its counterparts (the Trinity, Western law and the the-
ory of the State) in the West. In this paper, I point out how these three
factors relate closely to each other, and also I suggest how such a unique
triadic structure creates certain basic characteristics concerning privacy
and publicity, and the stimulus for the formation of a social and cultural
tradition in the Middle East.

For the development of this argument I rely upon the later thoughts of
Spinoza, and especially the result of a study of his thought by A. Negri
trying to throw light upon the nature of the 'Ummah Islamiyah.

The result of this study will be the starting point for an analysis of the
analogical features of the Islamic world in comparison to the digital fea-
tures of the Christian world. Morever it will not only lead to an analysis of
the private and public structure of the Islamic world, but also to many

other fields.
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