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English Résumé

Jurjani’s “Tract on Existence”

by Akiro MATSUMOTO

The present paper aims at an analysis of a Persian tract by the famous
theologian and sufi of the TTmdrid period, ‘All ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani
(1365—1413), often called al-Sayyid al-Sharif among Muslim scholars. He
was an ‘Ash‘arite theologian, while at the same time, being a Hanafite
jurist. His scholarly concerns were not merely about theological subjects in
the ‘Ash‘arite theology, but included the mystical philosophy of Ibn ‘Arabi,
and Shi'‘ite theology. He is well known among academics of Islamic thought
as the commentator on “al-Mawagqif” (stations) by al-‘i‘jf and “Matali’ al-
Anwar” (places of ascent of lights) by al-Urmawi. On the other hand his
“al-Ta‘rifat” (Definitions) is a very famous dictionary useful as an intro-
duction to the mystical philosophy of Islam.

Although little attention has been payed to him until now due to the
misunderstandings among western academics, Jurjani must be regarded as
one of the most important thinkers throughout the history of Islamic
thought. A lot of works are ascribed to him, but almost all the works have
been written in Arabic except for a few in Persian. His ‘“Tract on Exist-
ence” which I discuss in this paper, is one of his works in Persian. In this
tract, Jurjani has elucidated to the basic structure of the theory of “unity of
existence”. As far as this tract is concerned, Jurjani seems to agree com-
pletely with the idea of Ibn ‘Arabi’s unity of existence. But, with regards to

his understanding of the ultimate point of the ontological structure of ema-
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nation, he takes the position nearer to Jili'’s ideas than to Qaisart . The
most interesting point in this tract is that Jurjani has attempted to inte-
grate various ideas of Islamic philosophy into the framework of the theory
of unity of existence. He has tried to harmonize Islamic illuminationist
ideas with the theory of unity of existence in this tract, while permitting a
position to the ideas of polemic theology. He seems to have cherished the
hope of harmonizing and uniting the various schools in Islamic thought
which confront each other.

Perhaps, such a hope may be considered a reflection of the current
thought of those times. That is, Timiir put an end to the political confusion
in south-west Asia, which had existed since the fall of the II-Khanid rule,
and established a vast state there. Although Timir’s political system
included many elements of pagan nomads alien to Islam, it used to protect
Islam and Islamic values. Due to this protection policy of Islam, Muslim
intellectuals under the rule of the Timiirid family seem to have expected
the realization of the unity of Islamic states and the establishment of the
Islamic community with help of the politico-military power of the Timiirid
family. Therefore, polemic arguments destructive to the unity of Islam,
must have been avoided and overcome for the establishment of the new

Islamic community. Then, it is supposed to have been an urgent require-
ment that a new ideology or theology which satisfied this hope be created.

Therefore, Jurjani's efforts for the integration of various ideas in Islamic
thought into the framework of philosophy of the unity of existence can
probably also be considered a reflection of the spirit of his times.
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