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English Résumé

Anti-Semitism and Japan in the 1930s

by Naoki MARUYAMA

In March 1987 the New York Times reported that many Japanese read-
ers had made best sellers of those books which depicted the so-called con-
spiracy of international Jewry. Although Japan’s Jewish communities are
negligibly small with a population of 400, those authors argue that Japan’s
recent economic predicament is a result of such a conspiracy. Certainly
America and Western Europe are displeased to see Japan’s entry into their
domestic markets by challenging their predominance of electronics and
semi-conductor industries.

It is interesting to note that although “internationalization” is called
for in Japan, such anti-Semitic literature is popular among the Japanese.

This study is centered on an analysis of contemporary anti-Semitism
in Japan in comparison with that of the 1930s. Japan’s first encounter with
the Jewish problem dates back to her dispatch of expeditionary forces to
Siberia following the Russian Revolution. The White Russian refugees who
fled the revolution disseminated their hatred of the Jews, stressing that the
Jews were responsible for the overthrow of Russian czarism. The Japanese
expeditionary forces exploited such hatred of the Jews in their campaigns
against the Bolshevik forces. Anti-Semitic literature was brought into
Japan with the communist menace intertwined with the Jewish conspiracy

menace.
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In Manchukuo, those White Russians who suffered from economic
depression persecuted the Jews. The Jewish communities in the Far East
and other regions put pressure on the Japanese government to intervene
and end this kind of anti-Semitism in the 1930s. Today the situation is not
so serious. Nevertheless, Japan’s xenophobic paranoia shown in the con-
temporary anti-Semitic literature is, in a sense, symbolic of ““international-
ization” on the one hand, and symptomatic of a “neo-nationalistic course”

on the other.
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