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English Résumé

A Study on the Wilayat

by Akiro MATSUMOTO

The concept “wila@yat” has an important meaning in the ontology of
the Islamic philosophy. Its existence has many layers in Islamic
ontology, especially in that of the school of the “unity of being.” From
the viewpoint of emanation theory, which is also a theory of knowledge
about existence, existence is divided into four levels, that is, the level of
the mystery of the mysteries, the level of the ahad@at, the level of the
wahidiyat and finally the level of the empirical existence. The level of
the mystery of the mysteries is the starting point of emanation which
goes beyond our understanding. Since this level of existence goes
beyond human understanding, it is synonimous with “nothing.” But
nothing here does not mean emptiness as long as it is the source of
everything. It is fertile and productive nothing. At any rate, once this
productive nothing is conceived as the source of everything, it is no
longer nothing but becomes something. This something is existence at
the level of the ahadivat. The ahadivat could be called the uncondition-
ally posited oneness. The ahadiyat is the source of the universal
oneness, that is, the wahidiyat, which is the source of the countable
oneness of each one of empirical existents.

Now, the word “wilgyat” has very important meaning in the above-
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mentioned process of generation of the universe from “nothing.” It
provides a connecting link between the layers of being. Basically the
word “wilayat” means closeness, nearness, intimacy and something like
them. From these meanings are derived the meanings of friendship,
guardianship, lordship and so on because such words as friend, guard
and lord are the names given to the persons who have close relations
with their partners. Therefore, philosophers of the school of the unity
of being believe that the mystery of the mysteries has closeness, that is,
“wilagyat” to the ahadiyat. And the ahadiyat has the same closeness to
the wahidryat. And the wahidiyat has the same closeness to the empiri-
cal things. Due to the concept “closeness,” the transcendental world
composed of nothing ( mystery of the mysteries ), ahadiyat and
wahidiyat is understood as the highly condensed world which has
neither time nor space. In fact, this transcendental world is the world
of the realities which has real existence. In other words, this is the
world of light. The empifical world is liken to the world of the
shadows of those realities.

On the other hand, this emanation theory has aonther important
concept which is related to the theory of legitimacy of rule in the field
of politics. The concept is the concept of “deputyship (kkalifat).” In
short, the ahadiyat is a deputy of that fertile and productive nothing
which is higher in ranking than the ehadiyat. And the wahidivat is a
deputy of the ahadiyat which is higher in ranking than the wahidiyat.
Finally, the empirical things are deputies of the wa@hidiyat. In this way,
each one of the things in the universe is being ornamented with the
wilayat and the khilafat which are interrelated to each other. Due to

the two key-concepts in the theory of existence, the world of being in
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the Muslim philosophers shows itself as a very dynamic one which has
love and power init. In fact, the concept “wil@yat” means in some case
the radical love of god towards his creatures. Basically the concept
“wilayat” means “care of a higher level of being for a lower level of
being.” It is understood in the sense of the guardianship of invisible
God at the level of the mystery of the mysteries who cares for his
creatures. Being in Islamic philosophy does not mean only “to be,” but
contains such meanings as wilayat and khilafat. 1t is a very fertile and
complicated one. It is the basis of the Islamic fawhid world view.
The late Ayatollah Khomeini expounds in his “ Misbah al- Hidayah’ the
theory of the wilayat and khilafat in the process of emanation of being.
His understanding of wilgyat and khilafat is the premise for his theory
of rule which is expounded in his famous work “wil@yat-e¢ faqif.”
Then, inquiries into the concept of “wil@yat” in his “ Misbah al- Hidayah”
have important significance for understanding of the concept of
“wilagyat” in the “wilayat-e faqif.” On the other hand, the late Ayatol-
1ah Shahabadi, one of Khomeint’s teachers in his youth, has expounded
the theory of existence and its relation to the concept of “wil@yat” in his
“Rashahat al-Bihar” in a very clear and concise manner. Ayatollah
Shahabadr’s ideas about wil@yat and existence is said to have exerted a
great influence on Khomeint’s understanding of welgyat. Therefore, a
comparative study of the concept “wilgyat” by these Ayatollahs may

highlight its complicated meaning.
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