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English Résumé

Zakat in ‘“Deconstruction”

by Hideki SATO

Zakat has been analyzed as one of wealth tax in market economics.
The author argues with this existing premise where by market econo-
mists stress the similarity to income tax. However, he analyzes the
Zakat as almsgiving in the term of gift-giving using the methodologies
of Marcel Mauss, Marshal Sahlins and the economic-anthropology of
Karl Polanyi.

Zakat promotes social collaboration as a community fund. Zakat
is circulated in the circle like “Kura.” In the process Zakat is circulat-
ed as a community fund, it prevents recipients from obligation to repay
when they receive Zakat because of anonymous givers.

Zakat is a community fund which is one transformation of Muslims’
wealth for Ummah-Muslims’ community. It is circulated in Ummah
beyond time and location in order to promote tie-up Muslims.

Zakat is a gift-giving which moves from givers to recipients. It
moves among Muslims, givers pay Zakdat to Mosque or Zakat officials
and then it is given to recipients. This means that recipients should
not feel any obligation to repay Zakdat.

Zakat promotes unity of Ummah and social collaboration of
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Muslims. Through the distribution of Zakat in Ummah, Muslims feel
a tighter brotherhood as a gratitude to Allah-God.

Zakat is reciprocal movement. Givers pay it as they feel gratitude
to God and recipients are given Zakat as they should not feel inferior,
because they actually cannot repay Zakat. Recipients, however, feel
gratitude not to the givers, but to God.

In short, while Zakat is one transformation of wealth tax, the
author insists Zakat is a community fund which promotes social collabo-
ration in Ummah and the enlargement of Ummah from the view of

gift-giving and economic-anthropology.
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