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English Résumé

Islamic Revolutionary Ideologies and Movements
among the Arab Shi'ites :
A Study on the Hizbullah in Lebanon

by Yasushi KOSUGI

Since the Islamic Revolution in Iran, the revolutionary movements
among the Shi’ites in the Middle East has become a focus of attention
for both academic and non-academic observers. Yet, close examina-
tion reveals that the phenonema of the so-called Islamic Revival began
in the Arab countries long before the impact of the Iranian Revolution
was felt. Of the Arab countries where sizable Shi’ite communities
exist, Iraq and Lebanon are by far the most important intellectual
centres for contemporary Shi’ite Islamic political movements. An
intimate network of intellectual and ideological leaderships has been
connecting Iran, Iraq and Lebanon, and extending to other countries
with Shi’'ite populations, especially in the Gulf.

This survey reveals that the model for an Islamic State based on
the theory of “governance by the jurists,” has been accepted with
increasing popularity. This theory, which constitues a central factor
in contemporary Shi’ite political thought, has entered the mainstream
of Arab Shi’ite life. It developed out of an interrelation between
Khomeini’s theory of the “Guardianship of the Jurist,” and that devel-

oped in the Iragi-Lebanese context known as the “Guidance of the
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Religious Authority (Maria’yah).” It is to be noted that this theory of
“governance by the jurists” is equally important and common to both
Sunnis and Shi’ites in their respective Islamic Revival Movements.

In Lebanon, this trend finds its representative in the person of
Muhammad Husayn Fadlullah and his ideas. He is one of the leading
ulama’ (Islamic scholars) in Lebanon, with a strong tie with Shi’ite
religious centres in Iraq, and enjoys substantial support from post -
revolutionary Iran. The most influential of his works is Islam wa
Mantiq al-Quwwah (Islam and the Logic of Power), which was written
in 1976, under shelling, in the Shi’ite suburb of Beirut during the civil war.
The importance of the work lies not only in its theoretical contents but
also in its practical implications, since it can be said that it was behind
the creation of the Hizbulladh movement. The contribution of this
work in the theoretical domain can be summarised in its emphasis on
power and effective logic by which it mobilizes, ideologically and
ethically, the oppressed (mustad ‘afitn) toward a position of power. In
contrast to this, others working in the field of Islamic political ideas tend
to put emphasis on justice, freedom, legitimacy and other theoretical
questions, rather than their implimentation. In other words, Fadlullah
argues successfully in terms of his social and political impact, that
power is the indispensable key, if Islamic ideals such as social justice
are to be achieved in the contemporary world.

In the 1980s, the AMAL movement, which dominated the Shi’ite
community in Lebanon in the previous decade, started to decline while
Hizbullah grew steadly at the cost of AMAL. AMAL, by clinging to
Lebanese patriotism in the face of a disintegrating Lebanese state, gave

way to the Hizbullah’s Pan - Islamism, which aims to establish an
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Islamic Republic in Lebanon. The change related to the general
Islamic re-assertion came about through AMAL’s aim to confirm,
enlarge and expand Shi’ite interests within the Lebanese state system,
which was no longer viable in the face of the collapse of the state, while
the Hizbullah called for the complete replacement of the present system

by an Islamic one.
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