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English Résumé

A Case Study of Territorical Disputes
between Bahrain and Qatar

by Susumu ISHIDA

The Gulf is rich in border and territorial disputes, such as along the
Shatt al-Arab between Iran and Iraq, the Iraqi claim on Kuwait, the
Buraimi Oasis, the Islands of Abu Musa, the Great and Lesser Tombs
and so on. Both the Iran-Iraq War and the Gulf War had something
to do with the border and territorial disputes between Iraq and Iran,
and between Iraq and Kuwait.

The Gulf countries are eager to solve the disputes over their
borders and territories which have been pending for many years. An
example of this new atmosphere in the Guif is the fact that Saudi
Arabia and Oman have recently reached a border agreement. One of
the next possibilities in the settling of a dispute will be the case between
Bahrain and Qatar.

Bahrain and Qatar have long disputed the sovereignty or ownership
of the Zubarah area and the Hawar group of islands. The background
leading to these disputes can be found at the end of the 18th century
when the Arabs of Qatar attacked and expelled the Persians of Ba-
hrain, and the main faction of the Arabs of Qatar settled in Bahrain

although some of their influence remained in Qatar. Bahrain had laid

554



ERERFHRGEN LE H65 1992%F

claims to the Zubarah area of Qatar and the Hawar group of islands off
the west coast of Qatar. Oil concession negotiations in both Bahrain
and Qatar provoked these disputes. In the case of the Zubarah sover-
eignty dispute, Qatar has established itself as superior to Bahrain.
But, to the contrary, in the case of the Hawar ownership dispute,
Bahrain has established a firm hold on the islands.

Although very recently both countries have disputed ownership of
the Hawar group of islands, it 'is expected that both countries will

compromise in settling the disputes.
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