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English Résumé

Economic Liberalization and Suq Economy in Syria

by Miyoko KURODA

In this paper we would draw on a number of examples and interre-
lated intellectual formulations.

In the first section, we try to make a general analysis of the trend
and nature of ‘liberalization’ world-wide, especially in the light of
trans-national characteristics inherent in the activities of multi-national
companies. After that we address the situation in the Middle East, as
part of the Third World in general, and that of Syria in particular, and
investigate the prospects for the success of liberalization of that coun-
try as a late starter.

The second section, provides a brief case study of the nature of the
Syrian economy and her attempts at liberalization under socialist
principles. The discussion is complemented by an analysis of the
results of Egyptian endeavours at liberalization in the form of Infitah
(open-door policy). The analysis may clarify the negative prospect of
orthodox mixed economy.

In the third section, we suggest another way, not based on the
existing development theories, to overcome problems of handicapped

liberalization, in re-examining the nature of traditional economy.

566



EAETEAET LE $£65 1992F

Based on an analysis of actual market activities in Syria, we stress the
importance of positive utilization or reorganization of the informal,
traditional sectors.

Finally the last section shows the importance of traditional market
economy, and the neccessity of a paradigm change, by examining the
Japanese experience.

If “iberalization’ means a simple transition from the socialistic
planned economy to capitalistic market economy, there is no way out
for poor late starters. There might be many devices to go beyond the
vicious circle. But the attempt to consolidate a kind of mixed economy
outside the framework of national economy, might be one of the
effective means of solving the diverse problems existing in the present
Middle East. In this trial revaluation of traditional economy seems to
be quite essential, since it represents the past glory of brilliant eco-
nomic activities and specific social organization, some parts of which
are still existing and strongly influencing people’s way of thinking and
behavior. It is quite difficult for any developing country to overcome
by its own efforts all the problems caused in the midst of a strong trend
toward the internationalization of economic activities. But it is vitally
important for every one of them to make full preparation for acquiring
a higher percentage of self-reliance. In this regard, more serious
attention should be paid to the nature and function of Sugs, traditional

markets, since we have no systematic research on this topic.
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