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Modern Poets in Samarqand

by Akiro MATSUMOTO

Following the collapse of the U.S.S.R., the newly independent
Central Asian countries are facing various problems. One of these
problems is harmonizing the various ethnic groups in each of these
countries, as there is no single-nation-country in Central Asia. Each of
the countries is comprised of more than five large ethnic groups. In fact,
the borders of each of these countries were established about sixty years
ago during the Stalin regime to benefit the Kremlin. Therefore, the
existing borders are not the traditional ones, and this has resulted in
many ethnic groups being jammed into a country in an unnatural way.
The forced emigration of minorities into Central Asia happened fre-
quently during the Stalin age. Or, an ethnic group was divided into more
than three countries to conform to the border-making policy of the
Stalinists.

Uzbekistan is one of the most important countries in Central Asia
from the viewpoint of its geography, population, natural resources and
culture. Yet, it is also a country fabricated under Stalin. In fact, prior to

the establishment of “Uzbekistan” this word did not exist historically.
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Modern Poets in Samargand

The Uzbeks had no concept of “a land for the Uzbeks” prior to this time.
During the age of Jadidism in Central Asia, however, the Turkic people
considered the area to be called Turkestan, which means “motherland of

]

the Turkic people.” The Turkic people did not consider their motherland
to be called Kazakhstan, Kirgistan, Uzbekistan, or Turkmenistan.
Modern Uzbekistan has inherited many of the heritages of the
former Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan. This means, therefore, that there
are potential elements for ethnic conflicts, as there are numerous ethnic
groups living in modern Uzbekistan. Among these ethnic groups, the
Uzbeks and the Tajiks are the most important ones. In fact, the Uzbeks
and the Tajiks have a common culture, although the modern Uzbek
language is Turkic and that of the Tajik Iranian. In addition, the modern
Uzbek language is based on the so-called Sart-Uzbek language, which is a
mixture of Turkic and Persian. There are, therefore, many bilingualists
among the Uzbeks and Tajiks. This is one of the difficulties for the
creation of “Uzbekness” in Uzbekistan. Yet, the Tajiks in Uzbekistan
have a stronger feelingb of attachment to their culture than the Uzbeks
because of their identification with historical Iranian cultural traditions.
Samarqand and Bukhara are two centers of the Tajik people and
culture, even though they are now in Uzbekistan. Modern Tajik poets of
Samarqand, like Akbar Pirizi and Salim Kinja, often praise the two cities
in their poems as the birthplace of Tajik culture. Ispitamen, a hero of the
resistance against Alexander the Great, is still a national hero of the
Tajiks. Medieval Persian poets, like Ridaki and Firdawsi, are regarded by
modern intellectuals in Samargand as ancestors of modern Tajik litera-
ture. This strong attachment to modern intellectuals in Samargand may

eventually lead to a separatist movement of the Samarqand and Bukhara
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regions from Uzbekistan. If Uzbekistan’s ruling class intensifies its
Turk-nationalistic policy, ethnic conflict between the Tajiks and Uzbeks
may occur in the future. If a Balkan-type ethnic conflict should occur
between the Tajiks and Uzbeks, it will bring about a great confusion and
disaster not only in Uzbekistan, but also to the whole Central Asia region,
including Afghanistan. In fact, internal conflicts in Tajikistan and
Afghanistan are exerting direct as well as indirect influences on
Uzbekistan’s internal policies. The Tajiks and Uzbeks in Uzbekistan are
influenced by the political trends of the Tajiks and Uzbeks in Afghanistan
and Uzbekistan. So, modern Uzbekistan is now required to develop a very

careful policy in the handling of its ethnic problems.
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