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Summary

In this study I examined the listening skills of Japanese language
learners : focusing on errors they made when taking dictation and the parts
they failed to ‘pick up’'. There are two ways of listening, top down and
bottom up processing. For this paper I conducted my analysis from the
‘bottom up’ view.

Method : The subjects were 19 non-Chinese and 11 Chinese university
students. The students were instructed to take dictation from a tape of
“The Japanese Broadcast” (T1). A pause of approximately 20 to 30 seconds was
given after about every fourth phrase (bunsetu) or so. After the dictation
a correct transcription was shown and some explanations were given. Over
two months three different dictations were given using the same methods.
As a measure of progress, the students were asked to take dictation from the
original tape at the end of the two months (T2) . The results (T1, T2)
were compared.

Findings: 1. Fewer errors occurred in information given immediately
after a pause, which, I conclude, is due to the fact that during the pause
they had time to process information.

2. Although most of the results for T2 were better than for TI1, both
graphs were similar, which indicates that the difficult parts of T1 remained
difficult in T2. I noticed that where there are large differences between
Tl and T2, they occur in clusters. I concluded that the learning of a
certain word helps the learner to perceive the words around it, too.

3. The parts where there were many errors were divided into four groups;
particles, vocabulary, the end parts of sentences or clauses and others.,
The errors made by the Chinese students show a particular distribution over
these four groups, which may be related to their mother tongue.
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Summary

In this study I examined the listening skills of Japanese language learners: focusing on errors
they made when taking dictation and the parts they failed to 'pick up.' There are two ways of
listening, top down and bottom up processing. For this paper I conducted my analysis from
the 'bottom up' view.

Method: The subjects were 19 non-Chinese and 11 Chinese university students. The students
were instructed to take dictation from a tape of 'The Japanese Broadcast' (T1). A pause of
approximately 20 to 30 seconds was given after about every fourth phrase (bunsetu) or so.
After the dictation a correct transcription was shown and some explanations were given. Over
two months three different dictations were given using the same methods. As a measure of
progress, the students were asked to take dictation from the original tape at the end of the two
months (T2). The results (T'1, T2) were compared.

Findings: (i) Fewer errors occurred in information given immediately after a pause, which, I
conclude, is due to the fact that during the pause they had time to process information. (ii)
Although most of the results for T2 were better than for T1, both graphs were similar, which
indicates that the difficult parts of T1 remained difficult in T2. I noticed that where there are
large differences between T1 and T2, they occur in clusters. I concluded that the learning of a
certain word helps the learner to perceive the words around it too. (iii) The parts where there
were many errors were divided into four groups: particles, vocabulary, the end parts of
sentences or clauses and others. The errors made by the Chinese students show a particular
distribution over these four groups, which may be related to their mother tongue.
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